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	“To improve and promote optimal oral health for the residents of northern Saskatchewan.”	“We envision a comprehensive, cross-jurisdictional oral health service and electronic information system that promotes and sustains the oral health of northern Saskatchewan residents.”	



Northern Oral Health Working Group
(NOHWG)
2009 outcomes and Successes
Standardization
Dental charts are in the midst of being standardized to be consistent across northern Saskatchewan dental clinics and within the National School of Dental Therapy (NSDT).  One jurisdiction has agreed to pilot the new chart system in the new fiscal year.
Goal is to ease the transition to e-records when the time arrives.
Health Promotion
October: helped facilitate CCOH visit to KYRHA 
Dr. Brothwell, U of M, CCOH: Province-wide telehealth on diabetes and oral health; importance of the dental home; continuing education session with dental teams from KYRHA and MLTC
Janet (PHU) and Mary Bertone (CCOH) held numerous health promotion activities within KYRHA.
September: supported diabetes walk from Ile a la Crosse to La Ronge
April: Dental Health month
Province-wide telehealth by Dr. Uswak on oral health as it relates to systemic health; videoconference to KCDC schools.
Resources developed by the NOHWG to share amongst all dental teams.
Drop the Pop: standardized messaging and resources shared across the north.
March: Dr. Uswak presented to provincial MHOs about oral health as it relates to systemic health and recorded radio spots on MBC for broadcasting across northern Saskatchewan. 
February: Dr. Brothwell presented in La Ronge on the history and recommendation of fluoride.
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Dentist Access Initiatives
Access to dentist services has become a reality in some northern Saskatchewan communities within the past two years.  AHA has been receiving services since October 2007, KYRHA just celebrated its one year anniversary of receiving service, PAGC began in September 2009 and MCRRHA will have its first dentist visit in January 2010.  The Centre for Community Oral Health of the Faculty of Dentistry at the University of Manitoba is servicing all participating regions with contract dentists.  As with any new program, challenges have arisen that have been addressed in each community or clinic to allow many patients to be seen in their local communities.  Training of local staff, [image: ]contract dental team accommodations and infection control are some of the issues that been dealt with since inception. The NOHWG is facilitating continuous communication amongst all partners in order to accommodate process and accountability discussions; a teleconference with the partners is being arranged for January.  A meeting with senior management in March 2010 is also being proposed in order to provide an update and evaluation of the progress to date. 
October: Helped facilitate CCOH visit to KYRHA; Janet and Dr. Brothwell met with contract dentist team in La Loche.  Janet (PHU), Mary Bertone  
September: Assisted with business plan for KYRHA dentist services
September: Facilitated meeting in Prince Albert with open invitation to all jurisdictions to participate in a review discussion with CCOH.
[image: ]August: Janet presented to KYRHA board.
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e-Records
Explored processes of standardization, discussed process of vendor demos.
January – present: Strategic planning, including vision, objectives and workplan for 2009-2014 in development.
August: Janet presented in La Ronge to MoU group on health e-records.
June:  Janet presented in Prince Albert to NHS leadership on health e-records. 
Federal Support
July: Letter of support from Dr. Cooney, Chief Dental Officer of Canada
Request for NOHWG inter-jurisdictional structure to be used as an example of best practice working group in the Canadian Health Measures Survey (CHMS) report to come out March, 2010.
Dr. Cooney coming to Saskatchewan (Prince Albert or La Ronge) in May 2010 to present via telehealth on the statistical dental outcomes from the CHMS.  A continuing education session will complement his visit at that time.
Continuing Education
November: Planned for NOHWG continuing education sessions around provincial and national conferences 2010.
 June: The University of Saskatchewan’s Dr. Gerry Uswak, Dean of the College of Dentistry and Dr. Alan Kilistoff, Assistant Dean of Clinical Affairs presented on best practices in dental public health and materials to dental therapists, dental aides and oral health managers to help the group standardize practices and materials used across northern Saskatchewan public health dental programs.  
March: Leslie Topola, Dental Program Manager, Saskatoon Health Region presented on Saskatoon Health Region, Public Health Services, Dental Health Program Review, summary of best practices learned from a research project done by Leslie and Dr. Uswak 
Alliances and Partnerships
Dr. Cooney and staff of the Chief Dental Officer’s Office of Canada, Health Canada
College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan
Dental Health Promotion Working Group of Saskatchewan
Ministry of Health, Population Health Branch
University of Saskatchewan, College of Dentistry
University of Manitoba, Centre for Community Oral Health (CCOH)
Northern Healthy Communities Partnership, Healthy Eating Team (Drop the Pop annual challenge)
Fall 2009: Group expansion by 2 health regions (Saskatoon and Prince Albert)

Knowledge transfer
Continuing education sessions
Members benefit from the strong support and understanding of NHS coordinator
[image: ]Resource kit subcommittee established to standardize health promotion materials for preschool children and caregivers
May: Infection Control Training by NSDT to KYRHA dental aides and staff to allow clinical and sterilization by dental aides.
NOHWG members benefit from the continuous learning of best practices to enhance confidence in daily activities.  
The work of NOHWG is consistent with the Canadian Oral Health Strategy goals:
To improve oral health promotion that addresses the determinants of health, and to foster public awareness of the importance of good oral health and the relationship between oral health and general health. 
To improve the overall oral health of Canadians. 
To improve access to oral health care services. 
To establish a country wide, standardized method of monitoring and surveillance of oral health, and to assure that oral health research is appropriately supported.
To assure appropriate numbers, distribution and education of oral health professionals. 

Recommendations 
Continue liaising with university researchers at the U of S and U of M.
Continue liaising with the Canadian Association of Public Health Dentistry as they develop a best practice database.
Continue assisting with continuing education sessions.

Communications
Internal
October: Janet presented to perinatal TAC in preparation for perinatal forum
September: updated terms of reference
NHS website
Quarterly meetings with NOHWG members
June: Janet presented and update of NOHWG to NHSWG in Prince Albert
August: Janet presented to MoU on e-records group in La Ronge
May: one page summary of NOHWG January 2008 – May 2009
External
October: College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan newsletter submission
December: Letters to Saskatchewan Ministers of Health; Advanced Education, Employment and Labour; and Federal Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs of Canada to support continued training of dental therapists after announcement of discontinued funding was made.
NSDT Assistant Director of National School of Dental Therapy has attended NOHWG meetings to provide updates
Requests from other provinces to partake in CE sessions and receive NOHWG materials (eg. Anticipatory Guidance document)
August: Janet presented to MoU group on e-records in La Ronge to provide update of NOHWG
PLanned activites to March 2010
January: continue communications of dentist service initiatives
January – March 2010: Drop the Pop planning
February: presentation at perinatal forum in Prince Albert
March: present to NHSWG on status of e-records
Continuing Education planning sessions
Continue e-Record exploration
Implement new chart system
Continue working on dental needs assessment that will be comparable to the CHMS
May 2010: Dr. Cooney coming to Saskatchewan to present CHMS dental results via telehealth to the province and Lisette to present on the First Nations and Inuit Health Branch survey which is currently being implemented.
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